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| am happy to report that $ 105 million was appropriated in
the Budget for Atlanta’s parks and recreation centers—all of
which are in need of upgrading and refurbishing. Forty
millioh was set aside to renovate Atlanta’s existing parks and
1o renovate over twenty recreation centers, refurbish every
ottdoor pool in the city, rehabilitate ball fields and Improve
playgrounds. Thirty five million was set aside to acquire maore
parkland and greenspace dlong the beltline. Thirty million
will be set aside te build new recreation facilities on the newly
gcquired land, This park funding was possible because the
ddministration was able to see that a park assessment fee
was raising much more money than expected - enaugh to
leverage the § 105 million Investment In park and greenspace
bonds. Bond funds will also pay for new lighting, developed
in conjunction with the Atlanta Police Department, (o improve
safety in:our parks. In the next three years, we will see a
marked improvement in parks throughout Atlanta. Improved
parks are a visible and tangible enefit that we will all enjoy



The errn:}, Creek Tunnel is a justcompleted refief sewer for the old Nancy Creek Sewer which has been at ¢ capacity
for two decades. It was designed to help eliminate sanitary sewer overflows which were occurmng because of
the bad condition of the old sewer system and the lack of capacity. The tunnel is 100 to 300 feet under EJ,'ﬂlrm.ru.'
and is 8 miles long and 16 feet in diameter. While sewer easements were required just as with the older shallow
sewers, the tunne I is so deep that property owners are still able to build pools, patios, home extensions, etc. over
these easements. [t 15 accessed for maintenance by several shafts, so the property owner who holds such an
easement never has the inconvenience of the City having to come onto their property. Maybe this is why the
City of Atlanta had several homeowners DONATE their easements! A problem was solved (no more sewer backups
iNto basements or yards in the areas served) and the easements are not as inconvenient as the old traditional
Easements.

The Nancy Creek Tunnel extends from DeKalb County to the RM Clayton Wastewater [reatment | Plant on Bolton
Road. It serves the Nancy Creek Basin, which is part of DeKalb, Atlanta and Fulton counties. The tunnel project
was contracted for $31 million and the pump station for $31 million, but the final cost for the two projects is
estimated to be about §3 million under budget Mc_m[ ur the
overflow problems in this basin should be corrected.

Nancy Creak Tunnel

Incidentally, the tunnel concept is a technology that | have
championed for years. At one point, the City had a plan In place
to connect RM Clayton and Utoy Creek sewer treatment plants

| was a proponent of this plan, as | felt it was the best way [0
quickly, effectively and cost-efficiently solve some of our
infrastructure problems. However, because of misinformation
and misleading information from tunnel opponents. and Just
plain “politcs”, the wnnel plan was derailed. | stll believe today
that we could have avoided years of delay in sewer improvements
and millions of dollars that the Consent Decrees will cost, if we
had moved forward with that tunnel plan some 10 years earliet

i

Here's a word | invented a few years agol Atlanta residents do not get much service from the taxes they pay (o
Fulton County. In fact, the duplicative services between city and county are really hurting the taxpayer! Atlanta
residents pay T1p|'1rlwr"|;'|*"n,x 50% of their property taxes to Atlanta Public Schools, 30% to Fulton County and 20%
(o the Iy C f Atlanta ~..1r1<n,r H| ninNgs nas Decome a City, aric | :.u|u]rn[|~-l the r:.1 islation that would insure that
Atlanta was not hurt financially by that incorporation. Naw, it looks like other areas may incorporate. Perhaps
the MUNICIPALIZATION of Fulton County is happening!

For your information, the City Council adversed legislati 1'| that would ,‘-L!f..u » a ~ potential moratonum on Dulding
in certain in town neighborhoods for a period of 120 days™ by a vote of 11 to 3 at their February 6th meeting, |
voted to adverse because | believe treating some neighbaor Iun xds differently from others is neither fair nor constitutional
and that the issue needs a more comprehensive approach '

Infill housing is a topic of much discussion |ately, and | am very Farmiliar with this 1ssue as | authored the re-write
of the Land Subdivision Ordinance [LSO] 15 years ago and the issue of infill housing was -.xnji v debated during
this process. The group | convened consisted of homebuilders and neighborhood protectors and they worked
on the LSO re-write for over two years. The resulting legislation was unanimously approved Dy City Council in
| 992,

some of the issues discussed Dy I'r‘q' WOrKINg -J'- up back then—such as floeding imposed on existing houses when

drainage next door changes, of ch .1' concerns about new homes built on newly subdivided land sometirmes
towering over existing homes - are \I il et Ic] debated today. While much was improved by the new L50, always
more work needs (o be done ) iy 10 SO "-.: same af these unresolved issues

| am committed to working on development issues as our city continues to grow and the need for in town housing
increases



'm pleased o announce that the proposed Atlanta Beltline has passed its final legislative hurdle. On November

/th, 2005, our Atlanta City Council voted 12-3 to approve the creation of a Tax Allocation District (TAD) to fund

this project. A TAD (sometimes called a TIF—Tax Increment Einancin 1g) provides that any additional taxes collected
alter redevelopment in a certain district for 20 — 30 years would be spent for improved infrastructure in that

cHsinct

Additionally, the Atlanta School Board voted unanimously in favor of the
meeting. And, passing its final legislative hurdle, the Fulton County Board
of Commissioners voted to approve the Beltline TAD at their meeting on

December 2 1st

[he TAD will leverage future property tax revenue from around the Beltline
to fund Phase | of the project. Phase | includes the creation of over 1. 000
acres of new Beltline parks, as well as 33 miles of multi-use trails. These
traifs will ie together 46 neighborhoods, roughly stretching from Peachtree
Hills in the north, down to Peoplestown and Hightown in the south.
and then curve back up to Loring Heights and Collier Hills in the nortt

where it will make a significant cut eastward running alonagside Ardmore
Park. The trails waill also link the new Darks o over 1,000 acres of existir ¥
|'|_!'|' E :.'l"'|1l|'!i] I “ermeralcd e |.:_ .-II:'r_- of |-._!.r|'-'-. Al =E] ::I!rll-llll"l Aare Cire |':r :'_I
he heart of Atlanta. After the trails are ci ""i--‘-" ted, the City can begir

work on Phase Il of the Beltline project, which would include the
implementation of a light rail transit on primarily existing rail line. | believe
that the transit element s an extremely Impartamt .".*._'[.‘.h it of the project

However, because the estimated cost is $500 million ta $1.2 billion. this
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mare about the Beltline, visit <http://www beltlinepartnership.orgs

lhe City of Atlanta and the Beltline Partnership
announced on January 10, 2006 that the City has
plans to acquire the active Bellwood Quarry on the
Westside of Atlanta as an early and major acquisition
along the Beltline. Beltline Tax Allocation District [TAD)
funds will be used to convert the quarry into Atlanta’s
newest and largest park. This new park will add 351
acres of greenspace to Atlanta and will surround a 50-
acre reservoir, which will provide drinking water for
the city of Atlanta. Without TAD funding, conversion
of this quarry into a park and water resource would
never have become a reality

As an aside, opponents of the Mayor’s “Clean Water

Atlanta™—the plan put in place as a result of the Consent
Decrees to repair/replace the City's aging infrastructure
and that | advocated for over a decade—wanted to
convert this precious asset Into a stormwater/sewage retention site, Now, this spectacular quarry and surrounding
area will provide great parkland opportunities for residents of Atlanta and will also have a beneficial effect on
wildlife habitats and Atlanta’s environment. And, most importantly, it will be adding a much needed drinking
water resource for Atlanta’s growing population.
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